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LOBBY DAY 2015: RAISING OUR VOICES FOR CHANGE 

 
PREPARING FOR YOUR HILL VISITS 

 
 Be knowledgeable about the issues and legislation for which you will be lobbying. Information about 

NELA’s Lobby Day 2015 priorities—the Civil Justice Tax Fairness Act, banning forced arbitration of 
employment claims, and filling judicial vacancies with individuals who reflect the rich experiential 
diversity of the legal profession—is available on NELA’s website at www.nela.org and our special NELA 
Lobby Day 2015 website, which can be found at http://exchange.nela.org/LobbyDayToolkit/Home. You 
will receive additional information, including lists of cosponsors of past versions of the Civil Justice Tax 
Fairness Act, the Arbitration Fairness Act, and judicial nominations at our “Lobby Day 2015 Orientation 
& Briefing” on Lobby Day (April 23).    
 

 Be prepared to discuss the impact of the Civil Justice Tax Fairness Act, banning forced arbitration of 
employment claims, and filling judicial vacancies on your clients, your law practice, your district, and 
your state. This is what your Member of Congress cares about most. If you have specific examples,* be 
prepared to talk about them (without violating your ethical obligations). Examples may include a 
promising settlement negotiation that is bogged down because the defendant-employer doesn’t want to 
pay more to cover the plaintiff’s taxes; an egregious case of discrimination that could not be remedied 
because of a forced arbitration clause, and court delays your client experienced due to federal judicial 
vacancies.  
 

 Be familiar about the Members of Congress you will meet—their voting records, their Committee and 
Subcommittee assignments, their positions in party leadership, and their prospects for reelection. (See 
Hill Visit Briefer Form.) To find out about a Member's bill sponsorship or voting record, visit NELA’s 
Grassroots Advocacy Center at www.nela.org/advocacycenter. 
 

 Please bring:   
 
 A client who recently has been affected by NELA’s Lobby Day 2015 issues—nothing will be 

more effective! 
 
 A tote or large briefcase to carry your Lobby Day materials (wheels are good). If you have a 

NELA briefcase, consider using it to showcase the organization. 
 
 A picture ID (for security on entering the Congressional Office Buildings). 

 
 Comfortable shoes. 

 
 Your business cards. 

 
 *Any written information about specific examples that you may have prepared. 

 
 Something to read in case you have to wait for an appointment to begin. 

 
 Your sense of humor. 
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